How to Win in a Competitive Chicago Real Estate Market
(Without Overpaying)

Buying a home in Chicago can be competitive—but the buyers who win aren’t always the ones
paying the most. They’re the ones who are prepared, strategic, and decisive.

1. Get Fully Underwritten — Stronger than a pre-approval and makes your offer more
competitive.

2. Move Fast, Stay Disciplined — See homes quickly, but know your max price.
3. Use an Escalation Clause (maybe) — Compete without overpaying.

4. Understand Micro-Markets — Every neighborhood behaves differently.
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. Find out what’s important to the seller — Flexibility can beat higher offers.
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. Consider Pre-Inspections (maybe) — Reduce risk for sellers (when appropriate).
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. Keep Offers Clean — Simple, easy-to-close offers win.

8. Be Financially Ready — Expect competition and stay prepared.

9. Work With a Local Expert — Insider knowledge gives you an edge.
10. Don’t Chase Every Deal — The right opportunity will come.
Contact Tim Sacks

Phone: 773.318.6921

Email: timsacks@atproperties.com

Website: www.timsacks.com
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